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Excerpt: .implicit logic defying articulate analysis.1 The
contents of such knowledge share the common necessity of
every kind of knowledge, of being subject to the test of wider
experience. If it stands this test, it is as securely established as it
can be. The knowledge which physical scientists possess of
natural laws has this nature. As we have said already, the
validity of knowledge does not depend ultimately upon the
nature of the rational process, if normal, by which it is
conditioned, but upon the trustworthiness of our cognitive
faculties, a trustworthiness which we have to assume in
practice; and it is confirmed by the harmony of what we are
conscious of knowing with experience in general. There are
only two legitimate ways of impugning the testimony of
consciousness in this matter: (a) by showing that our minds
have acted contrary to the observed laws of...
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