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support struggling readers and enhance existing skill to encourage improvement in all students' reading
skills.Phonics, Grades K-3 Phonics plays a critical role in reading instruction. Without a solid foundation in
phonics, students will continually struggle with literacy. Explicit, systematic, supportive phonics instruction,
taught as stand-alone instructional component but within the context of a print-rich classroom environment
with a significant literature base, is an absolutely essential (although certainly not sufficient) piece of the
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