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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : Office of Inspector General, Dept. of the Treasury, 2001 OCLC Number:
(OCoL(C)144496604 Subject: Criminal investigation -- United States -- Data processing. Excerpt: . . .
Recommendations We recommend that the ATF Director: 1. Review N-FORCE minimum data requirements for
specific case types ( e. g., firearms, arson, alcohol, and etc ) to ensure the data meets management oversight
and reporting requirements. 2. Implement the plan for Ol to test N-FORCE data accuracy as part of its periodic
field office reviews. 3. Establish a method in N-FORCE to track all dates for opening, closing, re-opening, and re-
closing of individual cases. Management Comments ATF concurred with the audit finding and
recommendations. ATF has a draft policy, under review, that establishes guidelines and standards for the use,
management oversight, and maintenance of records in N-FORCE. The policy sets expectations for ATF
managers and makes them responsible for ensuring the accuracy of the data in N-FORCE. The policy also
includes a requirement for the Office of Inspection to assess the accuracy of N-FORCE data. ATF plans to fully
implement the policy by July 1, 2001. Also, since the beginning of FY 2001, ATFs Field Management Staff ( FMS )
has worked with field division offices to ensure the reliability and accuracy of data reported in N-FORCE. FMS
verifies with each field division that data in statistical reports, such as the Investigative and Inspection Activity
Summary, is accurate. Any discrepancies are corrected immediately. In Phase Il of N-FORCE development, ATF
will add two date fields ( Re-Open and Re-Close ) to show when an investigation is reopened. The initial open
and close dates will not be overwritten by system or manual entry. After its...
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