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mining the stories and family trees of their elders. But how far back into your past can you actually go? If you
could look even 400 years into your genetic history, what would that really look like? Since 2006, scholar and
cultural critic Henry Louis Gates, Jr., has been helping African Americans find long-buried details of their
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Syrian, West Indian, and Native American ancestry: Inaugural poet Elizabeth Alexander, chef Mario Batali,
comedian and television personality Stephen Colbert, writer Louise Erdrich, writer Malcolm Gladwell, actress
Eva Longoria, cellist Yo-Yo Ma, writer and director Mike Nichols, former monarch of Jordan Queen Noor,
surgeon and author Dr. Mehmet Oz, actress Meryl Streep, and Olympic gold medalist and figure skater Kristi
Yamaguchi. Each of the celebrity subjects in Faces of America underwent dense genotyping to trace their
father's line, mother's line, and their percentages of European, Asian, Native American, and African ancestry.
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had their entire genomes - six billion base pairs - sequenced and analyzed by geneticists at the Broad Institute
and the Harvard...
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