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Address Delivered Before the New York State Agricultural Society, at Albany, on Wednesday Evening, February
9th, 1870 The present age is essentially a utilitarian one. It discards many barren speculative pursuits of former
times for those which directly contribute to the triumphs of human intellect over the forces of nature, and seeks
to inaugurate an era of universal civilization and happiness. We have not yet, however, arrived at the goal of
our aspirations. It is true we have girdled the world with railroads, steamboats and telegraphs, bringing the
contributions of all nations to minister to our physical and intellectual wants; and we have lessened the fatigue
of toiling millions by substituting for worn fingers and wearied muscles the machine of admirable conception
and design, and the all conquering power of steam. But as yet we come far short of the possible, in annihilating
the sad list of human ills. Our Union Pacific Railroad, that greatest engineering work of modern times, reached
not its completion without the immolation of its martyrs on the altar of human progress. No railroad track of
any moment passes a year without oHering up its human sacrifices as the price of the immeasurable
advantages it grants to the traveling public. No large building, no great seat of learning is erected, but the
remorseless demon of destruction exacts from his sworn enemies his human victims as the purchase of
material and intellectual advancement. But if we have not yet acquired the power to avoid the lesser evils in the
attainment of the greater good, we have at least reached this point of advancement - that we...
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