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years 1860 and 1910, a dramatic social and agricultural revolution took place. The haunts of wild cattle, native
peoples, and gauchos were transformed into cultivated fields and rich pastures. A land that had produced only
scrawny sheep and cattle became one of the world&#x2019;s leading exporters of wheat, corn, beef, mutton,
and wool. A country that had had only a sparse and scattered Spanish and mestizo population now boasted a
metropolis of one and a half million, and a national population of eight million people, nearly a third of whom
were born in Europe. These were significant changes, and wheat growing played a major role in all of them.
This study traces the development of the Argentine wheat zone, focusing on the part wheat played in forming
the Argentina of today.James R. Scobie begins his account with the first settlers who colonized Santa Fe in the
1850s and shows how they and thousands of other European immigrants converted this vast grassland into a
world breadbasket. He explains why these small farmer-owners soon gave way to tenant farmers, and how
crop farming developed primarily as servant to the predominant sheep and cattle interests. He expands on
several factors responsible for this evolvement: the elimination of indigenous threat, the coming of the railroad,
the agricultural policy&#x2014;or lack of policy&#x2014;of the Argentine government, and the urban orientation
of the Argentine people.The railroads, by suppressing the building of other roads through the pampas, had the
eNect of isolating the wheatgrowers. By making the products of the pampas available to world markets, the
railroads opened up new trade, which helped the growth of...
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