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III. Pg 35 AN INQUIRY INTO THE EFFECTS OF THE PROLONGED ADMINISTRATION OF THE BROMIDES IN EPILEPSY.
D The present inquiry is the result of an experience of 300 cases of epilepsy treated by myself with the bromides
of potassium and ammonium. In all of these the clinical facts, as well as the progress of the malady, were
carefully studied and recorded. The eEects of the administration of these remedies on epileptic seizures I have
already investigated and demonstrated in a somewhat elaborate series of observations. E Further experience
has confirmed the correctness of the general propositions then arrived at, so that they need not again be
elaborated in detail. At present it is proposed to direct attention to the eEects of the prolonged administration
of large doses of the bromides, and to attempt to ascertain if, while arresting or diminishing the frequency and
severity of the paroxysmal symptoms, they beneficially influence the disease itself, or in any way injuriously
modify the constitution of the patient. On this subject much diEerence of opinion and misconception prevail. It
is well known that the injudicious use of the drugs leads to certain physiological phenomena which are
comprised under the term bromism. It is also generally believed that the physical and mental depression
resulting from their prolonged toxic eEects constitutes a condition worse than the malady for which they are
exhibited. One of the objects of Pg 36 this article is to question the accuracy of this assertion, a true
apprehension of which is the more important when we reflect how universal is this method of treatment, and
the deterrent...
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