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Pantheon Books; Random House, Inc., New York, 2003. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition:
New. 1st Edition. NEW stated First American Edition hardcover w/ no. line confirming 1st printing of January
2003, new unclipped mylar-protected jacket w/ excellent new edges & corners & displaying orig. $27.50 price at
top leG inside front flyleaf, handsome new cover w/ impeccable edges & corners & deep-carmine-rose paper
wrapping spine & extending 1.36" onto front & back panels covered in rich-brown paper, immaculate white
end-papers, new sewn binding w/ tight signatures & brown & yellow cloth bands at spine-caps, pristine interior
handsomely printed on excellent paper * 74 back & white captioned illustrations throughout the text * List of
Illustrations (pp. xi-xiv), Acknowledgments (pp. xv-xvii), Appendix: The Captivity Archive (pp. 380-385), Notes (pp.
386-424), Index (pp. 425-438) * 6.36" x 9.50" x 1.46", 0.78 kg, xx+438 (458) pp. * Britain's pursuit of empire seems
an inexorable march across continents toward its ultimate (if temporary) global hegemony. But, as Linda
Colley shows in this masterfully written book, Britain's overseas enterprises were always constrained by its own
limitations in size, population & armed forces & by divisions among its subjects: constraints & deficiencies that
could make the dream of empire an ordeal even for its makers. Drawing on a wealth of captivity narratives by
men & women of diMerent social & ethnic backgrounds from the early 17th century to the Victorian era, Colley
examines the complicated dynamic between invader & invaded, using these extraordinary captivity narratives
to trace the shiGing boundaries of Britain's pursuit of empire & the evolution of its attitudes toward Islam,
slavery, race & American revolutionaries, & forges in her brilliantly craGed text what is both a strikingly original
chronicle & a timely meditation on the meaning of empire. * "(Linda Colley's)...
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