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Excerpt: .affinities, or, in other words the oxidizing action is
more inclined to give its attention to the carbon in preference
to the phosphorus. The activity in de-carbonizing is one that
varies with the temperature and this fact also seems to apply
with equal force inversely to phosphorus. The term very hot
may seem indefinite in reference to the bath when melted, but
in the absence of figures stating temperatures at the several
stages of an open-hearth heat, the use of vague expressions
concerning them cannot be avoided. It is doubtful if the slight
ranges of temperature covering the periods affecting the
removal of phosphorus can be observed by the eye even with
experienced operators. It is certain that the ranges of
temperature in question come within apparently normal
conditions and are therefore narrow. But, if the ranges were
wider, they would be readily detected...
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