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indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: there were no prohibitions beyond the direct descent, and the step-
mother or daughter-in-Jaw. Thus, both in women s property and in marriage Babylonia was much nearer to
Egypt than to India. On the other hand, adoption, which was so important in Roman law, was also prominentin
Babylonia, and yet seems unknown in Egypt. It can hardly be attributed, therefore, to the importance of
ancestral offerings, as such were more important in Egypt than in Rome. The wide field of comparative law has
gained much from this extensive code of nearly 250 laws, placed in classified order. Yet this must not be taken
as a composition of the lawgiver, any more than the codes of Theodosius or Justinian or Napoleon. The earlier
Sumerian laws were also codified, and the work of Hammurabi was rather the combination and reconciliation
of Sumerian and Semitic law. The former was the law of commerce and agriculture j the latter was the law
ANCIENT PRICES 59 of theft, slavery, violence, and pastoral life, as is shown by the resemblances in these
subjects to Hebrew law. Thus, even apart from the evidence of the earlier tablets of Sumerian laws, it would be
possible to separate the two sources of the code with good reason. At the latter part of the code there are
fifteen laws anticipating the great edict of prices by Diocletian. The rates of hire of animals and carts, and rates
of labourers and artisans pay, are all fixed, but...
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