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Book. In these three raucous comedies, mortals outwit and
even replace Zeus and other Olympian deities of the Greek
Pantheon. As Aristophanes provokes laughter at the foibles of
gods and men, he arouses wonder at our human need for the
divine. The three comic heroes in the plays included here raise
the questions of whether there are gods, who they might be,
how powerful they are, and how they might be changed or
eliminated. Although the precise form of such questions
changes from age to age, these are questions that are
inseparable from political life; and they certainly are
powerfully present in our own day.great theorists and
architects of the modern liberal state designed its contours
partly with an eye on the goal of diminishing the role of
religion in the public square. Not unlike our three comic
heroes, they wanted to reduce dependence on Zeus and his
priests. In his place, and like our three heroes, they sought
peace, wealth, and human rulers liberated from exaggerated
piety. And nowadays the so-called New Atheists are pressing
the case that it...
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