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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1890 edition. Excerpt: . The Study Of History And Sociology * THE NATURE OF
HISTORY. Simple as history may seem in its popular sense, its nature is really complex, its province wide and its
functions various. Consequently it is necessary to devote a little time to the discussion of the meaning of history
before entering upon the apparently more practical subject of the methods of historical study. Considering the
variety of notions of history as set forth by individuals or inherent in the different methods of treating the
subject, it is essential that the student should be well grounded in the real nature and scope of history before
entering upon a course of systematic study. And the first and most common notion with which he is likely to
meet is that history is thf* p* DEGREES --aarrative of past events. This is the literary conception of history, and
the one most commonly given to those requiring a definition. But this, in its narrow view, must exclude many
phases of history which continually arise as the student proceeds to investigate, for history, like other branches
of knowledge, expands with the growth of civilization until no single definition will express its full and varied
meaning. There is not only a constantly expanding national life, a development of laws *Tins lecture was read
before the students of History and Sociology in the University of Kansas, January, 1890; since that time it has
been somewhat elaborated, and will be used in...
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